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To:   To:  IFCC Full Member Societies’ National Representatives 
   IFCC Affiliate Societies’ Representatives  
   IFCC Corporate Members’ Representatives  
 

 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
The Committee on Standardization of Thyroid Function Tests (C-STFT), intends to 
replace one member who has completed his term of office. 
 
The terms of reference and current projects of the C-STFT are as follows: 
 
Terms of Reference 
 Establish a system to maintain traceability of free thyroid hormone and TSH 

measurements. 
 Coordinate programs to evaluate free thyroid and TSH assays with regards to their 

analytical performance. 
 Liaise with key stakeholders to promote the use of the standardized assays in 

routine clinical practice and public health, to ensure analytical performance 
requirements meet clinical needs, and to help with developing and establishing 
reference intervals 

 
Current Projects 
 Establishment of a reference laboratory network. 
 Develop and establish follow-up panel for TSH. 
 Collaborate with relevant organizations to ensure that free thyroid hormones and 

TSH are standardized consistently. 
 Collaborate with stakeholders to define reference populations and give guidance in 

their studies to establish reference intervals. 
 Provide information and training to stakeholders about the importance of 

standardized thyroid function assays, and support organizations working on 
promoting high quality of thyroid function tests. 

 
Information on the current composition of the C-STFT and its activities are available on 
the IFCC Website, under Scientific Activities. More specific information can be obtained 
directly from Dr. Katleen Van Uytfanghe (Katleen.vanuytfanghe@ugent.be), C-STFT 
Chair. 
 
Nominations, giving preference to young candidates with demonstrable interest and/or 
expertise in metrological traceability and global test standardization / harmonization, 
should be directly sent to the IFCC Office (elisa.fossati@ifcc.org) by using the enclosed 
application form, before 10 November 2026. 
 
Following approval, the candidates will be appointed for a three-year term (commencing 
in January 2027). A second three-year term is allowed following satisfactory review at 
the end of the first term by the Scientific Division Executive Committee Chair following 
consultation with the C-STFT Chairman. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
Prof. Christa Cobbaert  
 
 
 
Chair IFCC Scientific Division EC 

 
 

From:  Prof. Christa Cobbaert – IFCC SD Chair 
 
Date  7 October 2026 
 
Ref: 8.2.25 Call for Nominations for Membership of Committee on  
 Standardization of Thyroid Function Tests (C-STFT) 
 

Scientific Division (SD) 
 
 

Chair 
Prof. Christa M. COBBAERT 
Clinical Chemist 
Head of the Department of Clinical Chemistry 
Leiden University Medical Center 
2300 RC Leiden – THE NETHERLANDS 
E-mail: C.M.Cobbaert@lumc.nl 
 
 

Vice-Chair 
Dr. Konstantinos MAKRIS 
Clinical Biochemist 
Clinical Biochemistry Department 
KAT General Hospital 
Kifissia, Athens - GREECE 
E-mail: kostas.makris.km@gmail.com 
 
 

Secretary 
Dr. Hubert VESPER 
Director, Clinical Standardization Programs 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
Atlanta – UNITED STATES 
E-mail: HVesper@cdc.gov 
hav2@cdc.gov 

 
Members 
 
Dr. Vincent DELATOUR 
Reseach Director Bioanalysis 
Laboratoire National de Métrologie et d’Essais (LNE) 
1, Gaston Boissier 
75724 Paris - FRANCE 
E-mail: vincent.delatour@lne.fr 
 
 

Prof. Pradeep Kumar DABLA 
Department of Biochemistry, G B Pant Institute of 
Postgraduate 
Medical Education & Research (GIPMER) 
Associated Maulana Azad Medical College 
Govt. of Delhi, 110002 New Delhi - INDIA 
E-mail: pradeep_dabla@yahoo.com 
 
 

A/Prof Ken SIKARIS 
Dorevitch Pathology, 
18 Banksia Street, 
Heidelberg, Victoria, 3084 
e-mail: kenneth.sikaris@dorevitch.com.au 
 
 

Corporate Representative 
Dr. Christian VOGL 
Technical Lead 
CLD Market Portfolio 
Roche Diagnostics GmbH 
82377 Penzberg – GERMANY 
E-mail: christian.vogl.cv1@roche.com 
 
 

Bureau International des Poids et 
Mesures  
BIPM Observer 
Dr. Ralf D. JOSEPHS 
Principal Chemist  
Pavillon de Breteuil 
92312 Sèvres Cedex - FRANCE 
E-mail: ralf.josephs@bipm.org 
 
 

European Commission –  
JRC Observer 
Dr. Liesbet DEPREZ  
Project Officer 
Directorate General Joint Research Centre 
Reference Materials Unit 
2440 Geel – BELGIUM 
E-mail: Liesbet.deprez@ec.europa.eu 
 
 

JCTLM Consultant 
Prof. Mauro PANTEGHINI 
Dipartimento di Scienze Cliniche “Luigi Sacco”  
Università degli Studi di Milano 
20157 Milano - ITALY 
e-mail: jctlm@bipm.org; mauro.panteghini@unimi.it  
 
 

NIBSC Consultant 
Dr. Chris BURNS PhD 
Head, Biotherapeutics Division 
National Institute for Biological Standards and Control 
- A Centre of the MHRA 
Hertfordshire, EN6 3QG, UK 
E-mail: Chris.Burns@nibsc.org 
 
 

NIFDC Observer 
Dr. Yang ZHEN 
Deputy Director General 
National Institutes for Food and Drug Controls 
(NIFDC) - P.R. CHINA 
E-mail: yangzhen@nifdc.org.cn 
 
 

NIST Consultant 
Dr. Karen W. PHINNEY 
Leader, Bioanalytical Science Group 
Biomolecular Measurement Division 
National Institute of Standards 
and Technology (NIST) 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899-8314 - USA 
E-mail: karen.phinney@nist.gov 


